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About Project REAL 
Project REAL reduces crime, protects students’ futures, and makes Nevada safer for everyone by engaging them 
in conversations about laws and the consequences of breaking them, and their constitutional rights and how to 
exercise them. This work empowers young Nevadans to create the lives they want for themselves. 

Justice is rooted in knowledge, and our work brings more fairness and justice into the lives of the people we reach. 
That is why we ensure all of our resources are available at no cost to the schools, families, and individuals in 
Nevada who wish to use them. 

Project REAL helps the students of Nevada to become the greatest versions of themselves with respect for the 
law through unique activities and educational resources that engage them in critical thinking about citizenship, 
selfless action, democracy, and the law. 

Our program helps to ensure that Nevada is populated by residents who respect the law, contribute to their 
community, and work to create a world they are proud to call home. By fostering actions of mutual respect and 
selflessness, and by encouraging commitments to local communities, we contribute to a safer world for us all. 

 
 

 

Our History 
This book - and the many other Project REAL activities and publications that have preceded it - would not have 
been possible were it not for the vision, generous support, and championing of Irwin Molasky and Project REAL's 
other founders. 

 
Since 2004, Project REAL has been teaching the students of Nevada about the law and their rights. Project REAL 
was founded to ensure that the young residents of Nevada have consistent access to informative and empowering 
law related education. Because of Project REAL, Nevada's students are and shall remain safer, wiser, and more 
informed members of the communities they live in. 

 
 

 

Continued Support 
This book is yours to keep. It’s been designed specifically for young people between the ages of 18 – 25. 
During those years, life is going to come at you quickly and you’ll find yourself dealing with mundane but 
super important stuff. The Olds and Millennials refer to this as ‘adulting’. You might still call it that too. 
 
Adulting is going to get a bit exhausting. 

The older you get, the more there is to do, and the more there is that you’ll just be expected to know and act on.  
All of those new expectations? That additional weight isn’t exactly easy to carry. We know. We’ve been there.  
We are STILL there, and we can relate. That’s why we’re here to help! 

The team that put this together may not always be around, but Project REAL will be. While our team won’t 
be able to directly offer legal advice or answer questions about specific legal matters, we can - and will - 
connect you with organizations and resources that may be able to help. If you’d like assistance finding more 
information about a topic in this guide, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Additionally, we will provide 
ongoing support, videos, additional tools, and more.  Follow along as this resource grows: 
 
 

https://projectrealnv.org/adulting 
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About The Law 
Project REAL’s staff and volunteers worked extensively to research all of the Adulting 101 content we created for 
you. We’ve ensured that the information provided herein is accurate, true, and up-to-date at the time of publication 
(with this third edition being finalized in April 2024). While the content will introduce you to key concepts, rights, 
responsibilities, and laws which you are likely to encounter as an adult, it is neither an encyclopedia nor replacement 
for sound legal advice. What it has been designed as is a starting point: a tool that can empower you if you use it. 

Whether you make Nevada your home or move out of the state, be sure to research your rights and the local laws in 
the community you call home. This edition was written for young adults in Nevada, so some of the laws and policies we 
explain are likely to be different in other communities. Remaining up to date and knowledgeable of your rights will 
only help you in the long run, and potentially protect you from being scammed or taken advantage of.  
 
In each state, laws can vary greatly, especially when it comes to issues like immigration, civil law (ie tenant rights), 
and gun rights. Should you find yourself living outside of Nevada, be sure to familiarize yourself with local laws and 
statutes as they may be different from the ones detailed in this manual. 

 
 
 
 

About This Book 
Adulting 101, Independence, & You has been designed to help you understand laws and scenarios which tend to be 
the greatest sources of confusion or legal challenges among 18-25 year olds. While you will have a greater chance at 
a successful life and a better opportunity to protect your interests if you know the basics contained in this 
publication, should you ever find yourself wondering ‘Is that legal?’ or ‘Could I sue that person?’, we highly advise 
that you consult an attorney. 

This content was created by Project REAL, a nonprofit organization that serves the students of Nevada While most 
companies exist to make money, nonprofits work to spend money in ways that make the world a better place. The 
funding for this project came from donations made by companies, government agencies, and people just like you. 

We work tirelessly to put as many physical copies of this content as we can each year into the hands of Nevadans, and 
we do that all for free.  When we run out of guides, we have other tools that help young Nevadans find and remain 
connected to digital editions of the content. We’re happy to do that, but we can only print and distribute a limited 
amount of material each year based on the volume of donations we receive. 

 
This publication is particularly unique – we’re giving it to you yet asking you NOT to read it…not immediately at 
least! Instead, please hold on to it, and maybe tuck it away with your yearbooks. It’s yours to keep and read when 
you find a need for it in your life. We’ve invested a lot in making this possible. Given that, we hope you will treat 
this guide carefully and with respect while it is in your possession. If you do, we believe you will ultimately find the 
content inside to be highly informative and (perhaps more importantly) very rewarding: you WILL have an 
advantage over many other 18 – 25 year old young adults.  
 
Good luck out in the world, and welcome to life as an independent adult. 

 

 
Free digital copies of this guide and access to other resources are available on our website. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://projectrealnv.org/adulting 
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This Is Not Legal Advice 
 
 

This publication is intended to be informational only. 
The information in this book is not intended as legal advice. 

 
 

No legal advice is being given. 
 

 
If you are facing legal issues, whether criminal or civil, 

seek professional legal counsel to get your question answered. 
 
 

This book is not a replacement for legal advice: 
 
 

Instead, Adulting 101, Independence, & You is designed to be a first-step when readers seek out guidance  
when it comes to questions about everyday matters of adult life, including legal matters. 

 
Rather than serving as an index of laws and a guide to applying them, 

this content can aid the reader in understanding how laws might 
apply to many different situations they may encounter 

while living as successful and independent adults. 
 

 
 

To be 100% clear: 
If you ever find yourself in a situation where your life is intersecting with the law, 

we highly encourage you to seek the advice and services of a licensed and practicing attorney. 
 
 

You should also keep in mind that laws are ever-changing. 
Each year many new state and federal laws are created, while some existing ones are repealed. 

 
 
 

Given the ever-changing landscape of laws in the United States,  
we implore you to contact an attorney if you ever find yourself  

with specific questions related to a legal matter in your life. 
 
 
 

On a final note, we are committed to maintaining this guide with up-to-date information.  
We will update the digital version of this text regularly as the laws continue to change.  

You can always download the most up-to-date version we have available from our website. 
 

On our site, we’ve dedicated a page specific to this guide where you’ll find the digital copy. 
Once there, you’ll also be able to access a number of other links & resources you may find helpful  

That page, and all the resources it contains, can be found here: 
 
 

      https://projectrealnv.org/adulting 
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Glossary 
 
 

Abandoned- When an animal’s former owner leaves it to 
find its own food, shelter, and care after previously housing 
it; in most states it is illegal, in Nevada, the charge for this 
crime can range from a misdemeanor to a felony. 

 
Activist- Someone who campaigns to bring about political 
or social change. 

 
Additional Penalties- Depending on the crime committed 
the offender might be facing additional charges on top of 
the original sentence. 

 
Affordable Care Act (ACA)/ Obamacare- An act 
passed in 2010 that aimed to reform healthcare in the 
United States, it required every American citizen to have 
health care. 

 
Age of Consent- The age at which a person is considered 
to be legally competent to consent to sexual acts. 

 
Age of Majority- The beginning of adulthood as 
recognized or declared in law; the term used to refer to 
people over the age of 18. 

 
Alimony- A legal requirement for one person in a 
dissolved marriage to provide a portion of their income to 
their former spouse, it can be ordered by a court in order to 
force one spouse to pay back something that was provided 
during the marriage, so the person earning less is able to 
achieve financial independence, or so the person that earns 
less is able to maintain a lifestyle they’d become used to. 

 
Analogue Substances/ Designer Drugs- Chemical 
compounds that have been created in labs to be 
molecularly similar to illegal drugs while remaining 
legal in a technical sense. 

 
Animal Hoarding- When someone takes on more pets then 
they have the resources or ability to care for sufficiently. 

 
Annual Percentage Rate of Charge (APR)- The 
percentage of interest charged on a credit card each year, 
most credit cards will charge an interest rate of 13-25% on 
a carried balance, that rate will be determined by the 
cardholder’s credit score. 

 
Appeal- is a legal procedure that allows someone who 
disagrees with a court decision to ask for a different court 
to review that decision. 

Appellant/Petitioner- A person who applies to a higher 
court for a reversal of the decision of a lower court. 

 
Appellate Court- The part of the judicial system that is 
responsible for hearing and reviewing appeals from legal 
cases that have already been heard in a lower court. 

 
Arbitration- A method of a case coming to a resolution 
without the use of a trial. 

 
Assault- The unlawful attempt to use force against another 
person in a way that intentionally leads them to believe 
they will be harmed. 

 
Assault With a Deadly Weapon- A form of assault when 
the person uses a deadly weapon to inflict bodily harm 
upon another person. 

 
At-Will Employment- When an employer can dismiss an 
employee for any reason, and without warning, as long as 
the reason is not illegal. 

 
Automatic Voter Registration- A system where eligible 
voters are automatically registered to vote. 

 
Available Balance- The dollar value of the currently 
available amount on a line of credit. 

 
Awareness- The idea that someone has a full 
understanding of what is happening in any situation. 

 
Bail Bond Supplier- For-profit businesses that loan 
people enough money to cover their bail, and charge a 
fee for that service. 

 
Ballot Measure- A piece of proposed legislation to be 
approved or denied by eligible voters. 

 
Battery- The unlawful use of force or violence by an 
aggressor upon a recipient of that violence. 

 
Bench Trial- A trial by judge in which the judge is the sole 
decision maker, there is no jury present. 

 
Bench Warrant- A document that allows law enforcement 
to arrest people that have skipped their court dates, and 
return them to court so their case may proceed. 
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Benefits- Additional types of compensation an employee 
receives beyond a wage. 

 
Binding Arbitration- A type of arbitration in which 
a settlement between parties is decided by an unbiased 
third party, the opposing sides must follow the third 
parties ruling. 

 
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC)- A measure of 
the amount of ethanol in a person’s bloodstream, it can 
be measured by breathalyzer tests and blood tests, if it 
is 0.08% or more in their body the driver will be issued 
a DUI. 

 
Blue Light- Light in a portion of the visible light spectrum 
that has been shown to act as a stimulant for humans, it is 
put off by cell phones and computers. 

 
Bounced Check- A check that cannot be redeemed for its 
value because the account which it is meant to draw money 
from does not have enough funds to cover the amount the 
check was written for, Nevada Revised Statutes defines it 
as when ‘a person who willfully, with an intent to defraud, 
draws or passes a check’. 

 
Bounty Hunter- Private agent of a bail bond company. 
Also known as bail enforcement agents or fugitive 
recovery agents. 

 
Brandishing- The act of waving around or pointing a 
firearm at someone as a threat or out of anger, it is seen as 
criminal misdemeanor in Nevada. 

 
Breach of Contract- The act of violating the terms listed 
in a contract. 

 
Burglary- When a person enters a property to steal 
someone else’s property, and is a category B felony. 

 
Bystander Intervention- The act of an individual 
intervening when they see a form of violence happening. 

 
Capital Offense- A crime that is so severe that a 
conviction may result in the death penalty. 

 
Car Insurance- A financial ‘in case of’ protection for 
both the policyholder and other drivers, commonly referred 
to as coverage; it provides financial protection in the case 
of accidents, theft, and physical and bodily damage 
incurred. It is mandatory that each vehicle on the road is 
properly insured. 

Carried Balance- The amount of debt that is owed from 
one payment period to the next. 

 
Case Law- When the way in which a law may be applied is 
changed or clarified as the result of an appeals process. 

 
Category A Felony- This type of felony is one which 
a person may be sentenced to death (a punishment 
commonly referred to as the death penalty) or life without 
the possibility of parole. Category A felonies for which 
the death sentence may be prescribed are also known as 
capital offenses. 

 
Category B Felony- Crimes which can be punished with a 
range of sentences deepening on the specific crime. 
Minimum sentences can range between 1-6 years, and 
maximum sentences for certain Category B felonies can run 
up to 20 years in Nevada. 

 
Category C Felony- In Nevada, being convicted of a 
category C felony can result in at least 1 year in prison but 
no more than 5 years, and / or a fine of up to $10,000. 

 
Category D Felony- A category D felony conviction in 
Nevada will result in a sentence of 1-4 years in state prison 
and / or a fine up to $5,000. 

 
Category E Felony- Similar to a category D conviction, 
the only difference between a category D conviction and a 
category E conviction in Nevada is that the E conviction 
does not carry a fine. 

 
Catfishing- A form of digital identity theft in which a 
perpetrator creates a person or adopts the persona of 
someone else in order to harm, defraud, or otherwise 
mislead a victim using the false identity. 

 
Certificate of Title- A document that certifies the owner of 
the car; when purchasing used cars, buyers will be given an 
official document that acts as a copy of the title, commonly 
known as a pink slip after being processed by the DMV. 
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danger or that child is being abused, depending on the 
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Child Support- A legal requirement for one parent to 
provide the other parent with financial support for any 
children they share together. 

 
Child Neglect- A form of child abuse, when a child’s basic 
needs aren’t met; it is charged as child endangerment in 
Nevada, depending on the situation, child endangerment 
can result in charges ranging from a gross misdemeanor to 
a category B felony. 

 
Civil Infraction- A violation of a law that doesn’t amount 
to a crime that includes jail time. 

 
Civil Law- The system of law that deals with private 
interactions between members of a community (excluding 
criminal, military, or religious affairs). 

 
Civil Law- Contract Law- Rules that govern 
agreements and how they serve as an authority in 
relationships and disagreements. 

 
Civil Law- Employment Law- Is the body of law 
that creates legal definitions for what is and isn’t 
allowed to take place between individual workers and 
their bosses. It governs how people are paid, appropriate 
workplace conditions, and how employers and employees 
should behave. 

 
Civil Law- Family Law- The body of laws that manages 
relationships between people that have some kind of 
family-connection. 

 
Civil Law- Labor Law- The body of law that creates legal 
definitions for what is and isn’t allowed to take place 
between groups of workers and their bosses; laws about 
employment and wages. 

 
Civil Law- Property Law- The sub-body of civil law that 
manages ownership of things like lands, objects, and ideas. 

 
Civil Law- Tort Law- The sub-body of civil law that 
manages conflicts between people by viewing those 
disagreements as problems that have a dollar-value. 

 
Civil Specialty Courts- Courts that generally only address 
the areas of law that concern the private interactions 
between members of a community, and their powers are 
specifically defined. 

 
Collection Agency- A company used by lenders to collect 
funds that are past due. 

Computer Fraud And Abuse Act (CFAA) - The 
Computer Fraud and Abuse Act, a federal act passed in 
1986 to criminalize computer hacking. 

 
Concealed Firearm- A gun that is not easily visible like 
those holstered under a jacket; this requires a permit. 

 
Conscription- The act of requiring people to serve in a 
government organization, typically through some form of 
military service. 

 
Consent- Permission that is given for a sexual act to occur 
between participants, for acts of sex to be legal they must 
be consensual. 

 
Constitutional Law- The body of law governing 
the interpretation and implementation of the United 
States Constitution. 

 
Constitutional Rights - Rights which are established and 
protected by the United States Constitution, and any 
amendments made to it. 

 
Contempt of Court- The disobedience of an order 
of a court. 

 
Contracted Employees/Independent Contractors- 
Workers that are paid for their services based on an 
agreement where they take on certain employee-like duties 
but technically work for themselves. 

 
Contracts- Agreements made between two or more people, 
for a contract to be legally binding all parties involved in 
the agreement have to voluntary agree to the conditions of 
the agreement. 

 
Controlled Substances Act (CSA)- Created in 1970, 
the act created categories for substances that humans 
might consume. 

 
Copay- A set amount of money that is required by 
insurance companies paid by the policyholder for each 
doctor’s visit or prescription pick-up. 

 
Copyright Trolls- Law firms that sue individuals 
after accusing them of illegally downloading 
copyrighted content. 

 
Co-signer- Someone like a parent that agrees to takes on 
the financial responsibility for a credit line if the other 
person fails to make a payment. 
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Counterfeiting- Falsified creations meant to deceive others 
for criminal purposes. 

 
Coverage- The amount of protection an insurance 
policy provides. 

 
Credit- One party lends money or other financial resources 
to another. 

 
Credit Card Utilization Ratio- The amount a cardholder 
uses of their available credit line compared to the full 
amount available. 

 
Credit Inquiry- An instance of a person or company 
researching your credit history, if not accepted, it can 
reflect negatively on one’s credit score. 

 
Credit Line- When a credit user can access different 
amounts of money at different times like mini-loans, and 
pay those loans back over time. 

 
Credit Report- A detailed report of a person’s 
credit history. 

 
Credit Score- A grade of how responsibly a credit user has 
managed spending and payments, the score can range 
anywhere from 300-850. 

 
Crimes Against People- Activities like harassment, 
stalking, assault, and murder that are intended to harm 
another person. 

 
Crimes Against Property- Activities like robbery, identity 
theft, or arson that are intended to destroy property and 
depriving the owner without their consent. 

 
Crimes Against Public Welfare- Activities that the 
government disallows because it harms the general public 
and their safety. 

 
Criminal Law- A law system having to do with the 
punishment of people who commit crimes. 

 
Criminal Law - Special Circumstances & Conditions- 
Punishments for crimes that deserve a different level 
of attention based on how the community feels about 
the action. 

 
Criminal Specialty Courts- Courts of law that have the 
power to punish violators of criminal law. 

 
Custody Arrangements- An arrangement that determines 
when each parents spends time with the children. 

 
Cyberstalking- Repeated online and or telecommunication 
activity involving harassment and threats against a victim. 

Damages- An award that is typically money that is 
considered compensation for injury or loss, it is also a term 
which represents the value of damage incurred and the 
amount of money being suing for. 

 
Darknet/ Deep Web- A hard-to-access portion of 
the internet. 

 
Dark Patterns- Website experiences that are designed to 
trick and trap users. 

 
Data Breach- A situation in which important, 
sensitive, guarded, or confidential data has possibly 
been seen or stolen by a hacker, and could potentially 
lead to identity theft. 

 
Data Dumps- When hackers will sell information they’ve 
stolen in large batches days, months, or sometimes even 
years after a data breach. 

 
Date Rape Drug- A substance with little or no taste or 
smell that can cause amnesia, euphoria, intoxication, 
paralysis, and sleep. 

 
Deferment- A temporary suspension in the requirement 
to pay back a loan; interest does not accrue while a loan is 
in deferment. 

 
Demerit Points- A system that issues points to a driver 
when a violation of a road traffic law occurs, it could lead 
to the loss of driver’s license, these points remain on record 
only 2 years from the offense date. 

 
Department of Employment, Training, & Rehabilitation 
(DETR) - An organization that handles employment 
matters in Nevada, this department oversees matter 
of unemployment. 

 
Department of Labor- An executive department of the 
federal government responsible for the administration of 
federal laws governing workplace safety and health, wage 
and hour standards, unemployment benefits, and 
reemployment services. 

 
Dependent- A person that relies on someone other than 
themselves for financial support and basic needs that 
independent adults are capable of provide for themselves. 

 
Deposition- A form of sworn- testimony that is collected 
during discovery which is used to discover and establish 
facts relevant to a case. 

 
Discovery- A pre-trial process during which each side of a 
court case shares the evidence and testimony they'll use in 
a trial. 
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Digital Millennium Copyright Act- An act passed 
in 1998 in an effort to update copyright law, it 
criminalizes the violation of electronic and digital 
copyright protection system. 

 
Digital Piracy- The act of obtaining or distributing 
electronic copies of copyrighted material such as software, 
movies, and music without the owner’s consent. 

 
Diplomatic immunity- The privilege of exemption from 
certain laws and taxes granted to diplomats by the country 
in which they are working. 

 
(Department of Motor Vehicles) DMV- A state 
government organization that handles matters related to 
vehicles, including car registration and drivers’ licenses. 

 
Domestically- Within the borders of the United States. 

 
Domestic Violence (DV)- A pattern of violence 
committed by an aggressor that has a domestic relationship 
with the victim. Includes Intimate Partner Violence and 
Teen Dating Violence. 

 
Doxing- The publication with malicious intent of 
information which is private or may be used to identify an 
individual or organization. 

 
Driver Authorization Card- (DAC) When Nevada 
residents are not able to meet the proof of identity 
requirements for a driver's license or ID card, a DAC 
can be applied for instead; these cards authorize the 
holder to drive a motor vehicle on Nevada public streets 
and highways. 

 
Driver’s License- The permission to drive and a physical 
identification card which verifies a person’s right to drive. 

 
Drug Court- A diversion program in which first time 
offenders who violate drug laws have a chance to avoid 
prison through a variety of treatment programs including 
narcotics anonymous meetings and therapy, supervision 
with processes like drug testing, opportunities for 
restitution like fines and community service time, and 
frequent status checks where the court verifies progress is 
being made while in the program. 

 
Drug Scheduling- A system used to classify and described 
drugs on a scale allowing for the creation of laws that could 
prohibit or control many drugs all at once rather than 
requiring unique legislation for each substance. 

Drug Trafficking- The sale or possession with intent to 
sell illegal drugs. 

 
Due Care- When driving, the vehicle operator follows the 
posted speed limits and road signs, stays on designated 
roads, doesn’t consume alcohol or other substances known 
to impair concentration behind the wheel, and refrains from 
engaging in distracting activities. 

 
DUI- Driving Under the Influence, also known as “drunk 
driving”, is the crime of driving while intoxicated by either 
alcohol or drugs. 

 
DUI Causing Injury or Death- A class B felony; if a 
person that commits vehicular manslaughter is under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. 

 
EBT- Electronic Benefit Transfer card, these cards are just 
like a debit card and in this case can be used to help pay 
rent, provide child care, and even buy food in efforts to 
help the family get off welfare. 

 
EDD- Employment Development Department. 

 
Embassy- An extension of a national government that 
operates inside the borders of a foreign nation. 

 
Embezzlement- In Nevada it is a form of theft that 
involves any kind of person that intentionally mishandles 
transactions, and the state punishes these crimes on the 
same scale as those outlined for larceny, a theft of $650 or 
less is considered a misdemeanor and higher amounts can 
be considered category B felonies. 

 
Enforcement Priorities- Certain police activities that take 
precedence over smaller crimes. 

 
Enhanced Penalties- Additional punishments a person can 
face because of special circumstances related to a criminal 
act they’ve been accused of. 

 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)- 
A federal agency that was established to administer and 
enforce civil rights laws against workplace discrimination. 

 
Euthanize- The painless termination of life of an animal 
through medical means. 

 
Evicted- When a person is forced to move out of their 
home, usually caused by unpaid rent, lease violations, or 
expirations of lease. 
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Executive Duties/Administrative Duties/Learned 
Professional Duties- Requirements for passing the duties 
test and being classified as an exempt worker. 

 
Exempt- Free from an obligation or liability imposed 
on others. 

 
Exempt Position- A job where the worker does not qualify 
for overtime pay; typically exempt positions are salaried 
instead of paid hourly. 

 
FAFSA- The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(more commonly known as the FAFSA) is a form 
completed by students which is used to determine their 
financial aid eligibility. 

 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)- A United States labor 
law that outlines minimum wage, overtime pay, child labor, 
and other regulations. 

 
Family Court- A court of law that manage cases 
that involve domestic matters such as child adoption 
and divorce. 

 
Family Leave- If one’s spouse gets sick, many employers 
will allow the individual to miss work to care for them as 
part of employment benefits. 

 
Family Medical Leave Act- A labor law that requires 
employers to provide unpaid leave (time away from work) 
for medical and family emergencies. 

 
Federal Analogue Act- Created in 1986, this act allowed 
any chemical “considerably similar” to a controlled 
substance that was listed in Schedule I or II were to be 
treated as such only if it was meant for human 
consumption, this was created in attempt to prevent the 
spread of designer drugs. 

 
Federal Crimes- Crimes that involve multiple states, 
federal property, or unique factors which make the crime 
one of national interest. 

 
Federal Statutes - Laws which have been produced by acts 
of Congress which all citizens of the United States are 
subject to. 

 
Felony- A felony is the most serious crime a person can be 
charged with by the state of Nevada. 

 
Financial Aid- Funding that help a student cover the 
expenses included in furthering their education. 

Fines- A set amount of money that as punishment for an 
offense is required by law to be paid, the amounts can vary. 

 
Forbearance- A temporary suspension in the requirement 
to pay back a loan; interest continues to accrue while a loan 
is in forbearance. 

 
Forgery- Falsified creations meant to deceive others for 
criminal purposes. 

 
For-Profit Colleges- Institutions of higher education that 
are funded by private companies. 

 
Fraud- An act in which any kind of good, right, or 
service, is misrepresented by one person with the intent 
to deceive another. 

 
Gaslighting- A form of manipulation that causes the victim 
to question their own sanity and their responsibility for how 
certain events take place. 

 
Going Through Customs- A screening process for 
travelers entering a foreign country. 

 
Good Samaritan- A term that describes a charitable or 
helpful person. 

 
Grand Larceny of a Motor Vehicle- The event that a car 
has intentionally been stolen, and is charged as a category 
B felony. 

 
Grant- A payment made to support a student's education, 
awarded based on the student’s financial need. 

 
Gross Misdemeanor- A crime that is more serious than a 
regular misdemeanor, but is still classified as a minor 
crime, in Nevada this type of crime may be punished by up 
to 1 year in jail and/or a fine of up to $2,000. 

 
Guild- An organization similar to a union, but typically for 
industries where individuals work as independent 
contractors. 

 
Habitable Condition- Being in a condition in which a 
human being can reside within safely, these conditions vary 
from state to state. 

 
Hacker- The person conducting a criminal hack. 

 
Hacking- The act of breaking into digital information 
systems without authorization. 
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Harassment- When a person, “knowingly threatens to 
cause bodily injury in the future to the person threatened or 
to any other person; to cause physical damage to the 
property of another person; to subject the person threatened 
or any other person to physical confinement or restraint; or 
to do any act which is intended to substantially harm the 
person threatened or any other person with respect to his or 
her physical or mental health or safety”. 

 
Hate Crimes- Crimes that are committed because of a 
criminal’s prejudice, can be towards but not limited to a 
race, sexuality, and mental ability. 

 
Head of Household- A filing status on taxes that may 
result in a lower tax bill, to qualify for this status one must 
be unmarried and paid more than half the cost of keeping 
up their home. 

 
Healthcare Brokers- A person or a business that provides 
assistance in applying for health insurance. 

 
Healthcare Exchanges/ Healthcare Marketplaces- 
Government and state-run organizations that regulate 
the purchase of health insurance for individuals, families, 
and businesses. 

 
Health Insurance- A financial protection in case you run 
into healthcare issues, it covers medical and surgical 
expenses for the policyholder. 

 
Healthcare Provider- Doctors, medical facilities, and 
anyone who provides direct service for your health rather 
than financial services like insurance. 

 
Hermitry/ Reclusion- A quality or state of being a 
hermit; isolation. 

 
Holistic Health- The combination of a person’s physical, 
emotional, intellectual, and - if applicable - spiritual health. 

 
Hostile Workplace- A hostile workplace, or hostile work 
environment, is when there are conditions within the 
workplace that a reasonable person would find so abusive 
or intimidating. 

 
Hourly Employees- People that are paid a fixed amount of 
money for the time they work. 

 
Human Resources Department (HR)- The part of a 
company that deals with employment matters, such as 
hiring, training, and terminating. 

Identity Theft- A criminal act where someone uses 
another person’s information to fraudulently obtain some 
kind of benefit. 

 
Ignition Locks- Devices that stop a car from being started 
if the driver fails a breathalyzer test for alcohol. 

 
Illegal Provision- A clause or statement in a contract that 
is illegal and/or unenforceable. 

 
Inchoate Crimes- Crimes which were started but 
never completed. 

 
Income Based Repayment- A federal student loan 
repayment program where the amount owed each month is 
dependent upon income. 

 
Individual Mandate- A requirement by law for a person to 
acquire or purchase a specific a good or service. 

 
In-Network Healthcare Providers- Health care providers 
that a policyholder’s insurance plan has contracted to 
provide healthcare to those insured. 

 
Interest- The amount of money due to a lender in addition 
to the original amount borrowed, this amount can change 
over time and is determined by an interest rate. 

 
Interest Rate– A percentage of the original amount 
borrowed from the lender. 

 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)- The office of the federal 
government responsible for collecting taxes. 

 
Involuntary Manslaughter- When a human being is killed 
by another without any intent to do so but when their 
actions that resulted in the death were either unlawful or 
likely to come to an unlawful end. 

 
Involuntary Paralysis- An inability to move/speak 
sometimes triggered by trauma. 

 
Jail- A facility that houses defendants that have been 
charged with crimes and are awaiting trial, and people that 
have been convicted of low level crimes (misdemeanors 
and gross misdemeanors). 

 
Joint Tax Return- When two people file taxes together. 

 
Jurisdiction- The authority the court is given by the law to 
complete trials and rulings over legal matters in specific 
geographic areas and/or over certain types of legal cases. 
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Jury- A group of people tasked with listening to a legal 
case, and then deciding the outcome of that case in an 
impartial and unbiased manner. 

 
Jury Duty- An obligation to appear for jury service, to 
serve as a juror in a legal proceeding. 

 
Jury Panel- The group of people selected to be on a jury. 

 
Jury Pool- A group from people from which the jury panel 
is selected. 

 
Jury Selection- The process of picking jurors from the jury 
pool for the jury panel. 

 
Jury Summons- A form sent from a court to appear on a 
particular day and time to potentially serve on a jury. 

 
Jury Trial- A trial in which the jury makes the final 
decision based on the evidence presented and this decision 
will influence the actions of the judge. 

 
Juvenile Court- A court of law that handles cases or legal 
supervision of children under the age of 18. 

 
Landlord- An owner of a property. 

 
Larceny- The crime of taking someone’s property without 
their consent and the charges for this crime can range from 
a misdemeanor (if the property is worth less than $650) to a 
category B felony. 

 
Law- The form those rules and consequences take after 
having been formally acknowledged by a community. 

 
Lease/ Rental Agreement- A contract between two parties 
conveying land, cars, property, or services for a set amount 
of time, usually in exchange for periodic payment. 

 
Liability- The assignment of responsibility for an incident 
and any penalties that may stem from that incident as a 
result of it taking place. 

 
Libel- Written defamation. 

 
Loans- A common form of credit use in which a single 
batch of money is lent and then paid back. 

 
Lobbying- The act of seeking influence on an issue. 

Max Out-of-Pocket-Rate- The most a policyholder 
will spend of their own money each year on health 
care services. 

 
Mediation- In an effort to resolve a dispute a neutral third 
party intervenes between two or more opposing parties to 
assist in negotiation of a settlement, also known as 
nonbinding arbitration. 

 
Medicaid- A federal program that provides healthcare to 
low income citizens and families, it can be applied for 
online or in person at a local social services office; each 
state has its own version which vary in rules and coverage. 

 
Millennium Scholarship- A scholarship for 
Nevada residents. 

 
Mindfulness- An awareness of actions being taken or a 
state of being. 

 
Minor- A person under the age of 18. 

 
Misclassification- When an employee’s job classification 
is incorrect; this can be a case of someone being paid as a 
supervisor or manager (exempt) when they should be paid 
as an hourly employee (non-exempt), when someone is 
classified as an independent contractor when they should be 
classified as an employee. 

 
Misdemeanor- A non-indictable offense, seen in the U.S. 
as less serious than a felony, in Nevada classification of 
offence which can be punished by up to 6 months in jail 
and or a fine of up to $1,000 per offense, during sentencing 
the court has the discretion to issue community service as a 
consequence as well. 

 
Move-out Notice- Notification by the tenant to the landlord 
that the tenant plans to vacate the premises. 

 
Murder- The unlawful killing of a human being 
with malice. 

 
Mutual Battery- A situation in which physical fights 
between two people don’t result in a death. 

 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)- An 
independent agency of the federal government that is 
responsible for enforcing U.S. labor law. 
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No-Call No-Show- When an employee is absent from work 
without notifying their employer. 

 
No Contact Orders- Legal requirements for someone who 
has been released from jail after being arrested for domestic 
violence to not only physically stay away from their 
suspected victim, but to not contact them in any way. 

 
Nonbinding Arbitration- A type of arbitration in which a 
person known as an arbitrator will hear both sides of the 
case and suggest a solution and the opposing parties decide 
if they agree or not, also known as mediation. 

 
Non-Compete Clause/Contract- A part of a 
contract where an employee agrees to not compete 
with an employer after the employment time period 
is over (for instance, going to work for one of the 
company’s competitors). 

 
Non-Exempt Position- A job where the worker is entitled 
to minimum wage and overtime pay. 

 
NRHA- National Rural Health Association. 

 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA)- A regulatory agency of the United States 
Department of Labor that creates safety protections 
for workers. 

 
On Contingency- When an attorney agrees to represent a 
person in exchange for a percentage of the money awarded 
if they win the case. 

 
Open Carry- A gun that is easily visible like the guns 
police have holstered on their belts, this does not require 
a permit. 

 
Open Carry State- A state in the U.S. that allows firearms 
to be openly carried in public. 

 
Ordinance- A piece of legislation enacted by local 
government which serve as laws specific to the 
local community. 

 
Orientation- A period of training that covers information 
helpful to new employees. 

 
Out-of-Network Health Care Providers- Health care 
providers that a policyholder’s insurance is not contracted 
with to provide health care; the policyholder will have to 
pay all expenses incurred. 

Over-the-Counter Medication- Medicine that does not 
require a doctor’s prescription to be legally obtained. 

 
Own Recognizance Release- When a judge permits a 
person who has been arrested for a crime to be released 
from jail without paying bail. 

 
Passport- A government issued document certifying a 
person’s identity and citizenship, as well as giving them the 
ability to travel to foreign countries under its protection. 

 
Petty Offense- A crime for which a trial by jury is not 
guaranteed to the defendant, it is any misdemeanor, the 
penalty for which does not exceed imprisonment for a 
period of six months, a fine of not more than $5,000, 
or both. 

 
Phishing- The collection of personal information 
from users of familiar companies by criminals that 
create websites and forms that appear to belong to 
those companies. 

 
Piece-Work- When workers are paid for completing tasks. 

 
Pink Slip- A new or updated Certificate of Title will 
eventually be provided to the buyer of a vehicle after being 
processed by the DMV. 

 
Plea Bargaining- When a suspected criminal is initially 
charging someone with multiple criminal offenses, a 
bargaining power is gained in which they can offer to drop 
some charges and lower others in exchange for the accused 
to accept some punishment. 

 
Posting Bond- Paying a sum of money to be released 
from jail. 

 
Precedent- Court decision that is considered as 
authority for deciding subsequent cases involving 
identical or similar facts. 

 
Predatory Lending- Corrupt actions done by lenders 
who appeal to borrowers and cause the borrower to 
unknowingly agree to unfair loans often with high fees, 
interest rates, and penalties that the borrower doesn’t need 
or can’t afford. 

 
Premium- The cost of having insurance. 

 
Prenuptial Agreement/ Prenup- A contract between 
people getting married that sets out certain guidelines if 
they end up separating after marriage. 
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Prescription Medication- A medicine that requires a 
doctor’s prescription to legally be obtained. 

 
Preventative Health Care- Actions a person may take to 
prevent or avoid illness. 

 
Prisons- Detention centers that house people that have 
been convicted of felonies or that have pled guilty to 
felonies, after they have been assigned a punishment by 
the court. 

 
Private Colleges- Institutions of higher education that are 
not funded by government (taxes); rather, these institutions 
operate in a similar fashion to a nonprofit organization. 

 
Private Law- The classification of laws that manage 
conflicts between people. 

 
Procedural Laws- The laws that set the rules for how the 
legal system and all other laws work. 

 
Prohibited Provision- Part of a contract that cannot be 
enforced as it is prohibited by law. 

 
Property Division- The act of dividing any property, 
wealth, and even debts that a person and their former- 
spouse obtained during the time they were married. 

 
Protected Speech- Legally protected communication by 
employees about working conditions that concern them. 

 
Protective Order- Legal restrictions on a person’s 
interactions with another person or people, places, and 
or businesses. 

 
Public & Community Regulations- Laws that help to 
keep order in a community. 

 
Public Assistance Program- A program designed to help 
people in precarious financial situations. 

 
Public Law- The classification of laws that 
manage relationships and conflicts between people 
and the government. 

 
Public Offices- Positions of authority filled by election that 
manage public needs. 

 
Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)- A program that 
rewards certain careers that benefit the public by wiping 
out any remaining debt after a certain period of time 
working in qualifying areas of employment. 

Public Universities- Institutions of higher education that 
are funded with tax dollars. 

 
Rape- The unwanted, forced, and violent penetration 
of someone. 

 
Rape Culture- A toxic social environment where sexual 
assault and abuse is considered normal or acceptable. 

 
Reckless Driving- The act of a motor vehicle 
operator failing to practice due care while a vehicle 
or being careless. 

 
Red Flags- Behavioral traits that can tend to be exhibited 
by abusive people, helping to simplify the process of 
identifying possible abusers with the hopes of keeping them 
out of one’s life or the lives of those they love. 

 
Rent- The monthly amount of money owed to a landlord 
for living on their property. 

 
Renter’s Insurance- A type of property insurance that 
supplies coverage over the tenant’s personal belongings 
and liability. 

 
Repair and Deduct- A method in which the tenant pays 
for repairs and then takes it out of their rent. 

 
Residency- To officially reside (live) in a place. 

 
Restitution- Court-ordered repayment to the victim 
of a crime. 

 
Resume- A document that presents a person’s background, 
skills, and accomplishments; typically it is used in the 
process of applying for employment. 

 
Retainer Fee- A type of deposit paid upfront for the 
services of a lawyer or legal consultant. 

 
Retaliation (Employment)- When an employee submits a 
complaint, in good faith, about workplace problems and 
faces punishment for it. 

 
Retaliation (Housing)-When a tenant is being punished for 
acting within their rights as a tenant. 

 
Retention- The ability for a person to keep information in 
their memory. 
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Revenge Porn- The release of material that is sexually 
explicit without prior consent from a person featured in 
the material. 

 
Right-To-Work State- A state where companies cannot 
make agreements with unions that require potential 
employees to join those unions. 

 
Robbery- When a person takes the property of another 
person by threat or force, and is a category B felony. 

 
Salaried Employees- People paid a fixed rate for their 
work, regardless of how long it takes them to do that work. 

 
Salary Basis Test/Salary Threshold Test/Duties Test- A 
series of tests to determine if a worker should be classified 
as exempt and paid a salary. 

 
Sanctioned- A punishment imposed for disobeying 
court orders. 

 
Scholarship- A payment made to support a 
student's education that is awarded based on the 
student’s achievements. 

 
Section 8 Subsidized Housing- Commonly referred to 
simply as Section 8 is subsidized housing, this program 
offers aid to low income families who are having difficulty 
finding affordable housing, applicants who have an income 
which is below a certain annual amount, are currently 
homeless, have disabled family members, or have 
household members younger than 18 may qualify to be 
placed ahead of others on the Section 8 waiting list in 
Nevada. To be eligible for Section 8 housing one must have 
a clean criminal record, a part of the application process 
proof of income must be provided, and citizenship from 
every adult in the home, applying for subsidized housing 
can be done online or at the National Rural Health 
Association (NRHA) offices. 

 
Securitized Credit Card- A credit card that helps a person 
build credit by reporting the borrower’s credit activity to 
credit agencies monthly, the borrower can choose the 
amount of credit available to them by providing a security 
deposit amount of their choose, and this type of credit card 
will increase the borrower’s line of available credit at a 
faster rate than most cards if the borrower is using their 
credit responsibly. 

 
Securitized Loan- A loan from a bank that requires a 
security deposit and monthly payments that are reported to 
credit reporting agencies, this loan tends to be for 12, 18, or 
24 months, and will often times only provide a line of 
credit equal to the value of the security deposit. 

Security Deposit- The money a tenant provides to the 
landlord which they hold while the tenant lives on their 
property in case that money is needed to pay for any 
damages to the unit rented. 

 
Selective Enforcement- The action of police using 
enforcement discretion when enforcing the law. 

 
Selective Service- A lottery system run by the government 
for armed military service; a draft system. 

 
Self-Care- The actions a person can take or habits they can 
maintain to contribute to their holistic health. 

 
Self-Defense- In Nevada appropriate self-defense occurs 
when a person batters, injures, or kills another person when 
they have a reasonable belief of immediate harm, and only 
inflict enough force to end the situation. 

 
Servers- A computer or a computer program that controls 
access to a network’s services or centralized resources. 

 
Settlement- Contracts between two parties who were 
engaged in some kind of legal disagreement. 

 
Sexting- The intentional electronic transmission of explicit 
communications like nude pictures and video. 

 
Sex Trafficker- A perpetrator of the crime of 
sex trafficking. 

 
Sex Trafficking- When a person is forced to engage in 
sexual acts through deception, manipulation, threat, or 
force by a perpetrator, in exchange for money that the 
trafficked person won’t be in control of. Sex trafficking can 
happen through manipulation, deception, force, or threat. 

 
Sexual Assault- A form of non-consensual sex when 
someone is forced to participate in unwanted sexual acts. 

 
Sexual Harassment- Unwanted sexual behaviors 
in the workplace. 

 
Shooting Ranges- Secure areas with targets provided for 
the controlled practice of firearm use. 

 
Slander- Spoken defamation. 

 
Sleep Deprivation- A condition of not having enough 
sleep that can cause fatigue, daytime sleepiness, 
clumsiness, and dangerous fluctuations in weight all while 
adversely affecting brain and cognitive functions. 
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Small Claims Court- A court of law where civil 
disputes are settled quickly and inexpensively, hearings 
are informal, attorneys are not permitted, the opposing 
parties are referred to as the plaintiff and defendant, and 
cases are heard if the amount in dispute is for less than a 
certain amount. 

 
S.N.A.P.- The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
helps people pay for groceries and stay healthy in times of 
need; it can be applied for online, or in person at the local 
social services office. They will ask about income, 
expenses, and other specifics in order to determine how 
much allowance people are eligible to receive. 

 
Social Host Liability Laws- Laws that hold a person 
criminally and civilly responsible if they provide alcohol or 
other prohibited substances to a minor. 

 
Spaying/ Neutering- The sterilization of an animal so it 
cannot reproduce. 

 
Stalking- A crime that happens when a person who, 
without lawful authority, willfully or maliciously 
engages in a course of conduct that would cause a 
reasonable person to feel terrorized, frightened, 
intimidated, harassed or fearful for the immediate 
safety of a family or household member. 

 
State Statute- Laws issued by the states which apply only 
to the state in which it is issued. 

 
Statutory Crimes- Crimes which violate statutes 
regulating any number of behaviors or resources. 

 
Statutory Sexual Seduction- A crime that is committed 
any time an 18 year old is in a sexual relationship with 
someone that has not reached the age of consent, until the 
person is 21 years of age this is considered a gross 
misdemeanor that is punishable by up to a year in jail and 
up to $2,000 in fines. 

 
Stay Away Orders- Legal requirements for someone who 
has been released from jail after being arrested for domestic 
violence to not only physically stay away from their 
suspected victim, but to not contact them in any way. 

 
Stacking Charges- An act in which a prosecutor charges 
someone with multiple criminal offenses, in an attempt to 
intimidate that defendant into accepting a plea agreement 
rather than defending themselves in a criminal trial. 

 
Stimulant- Something which contributes to physiological 
or nervous activity in your body. 

Stipend- A fixed regular sum paid as a salary or allowance. 
 

Subsidized Loan- A form of financial aid that has to be 
paid back, but does not accrue interest while the student is 
enrolled at least half-time. 

 
Surrendered- The transfer of pets ownership rights to an 
agent or agency. 

 
Synthetic Drug Abuse Prevention Act- Created in 2012 
to prevent the spread of designer drugs. 

 
TANF- Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, a 
program that provides temporary financial help to low- 
income to families in the form of an EBT. 

 
Tax Bracket- The level of taxes a person pays based on 
their level of wealth. 

 
Tax Filing- Turning in forms to the government detailing 
how much money has been made during the year. 

 
Tax Filing- Head of Household- A filing status on tax 
returns used by unmarried taxpayers who support and 
house a qualifying person (dependent). 

 
Tax Filing- Married Filing Jointly- The way to file taxes 
for married persons. 

 
Tax Filing- Married Filing Separately- The way to file 
taxes under certain circumstances where a couple needs to 
file individually. 

 
Tax Filing- Single- The way to file taxes for an unmarried 
person that cannot claim head of household. 

 
Tax Fraud- Cheating on a tax return for financial benefit. 

 
Tax Law- The rules for the money governments can 
require people to pay. 

 
Tax Return- A form that taxpayers file annually that 
includes their income and personal conditions to be 
assessed for tax liability. 

 
Tax Refund- The money a person receives back if they 
have filed their taxes and after describing certain conditions 
they have experienced throughout the year, the IRS sees 
that they have overpaid. 

 
Tenant- A person renting a property. 
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Terminated- When an employee is dismissed from their 
position; fired. 

 
The Bystander Effect- A phenomenon in which everyday 
people will completely ignore a bad situation they witness, 
even if they are capable of helping in that situation. 

 
The Code of Laws of the United States of America- The 
official collection and codification of the standard and 
permanent federal statutes of the United States (often 
abbreviated as U.S.C.). 

 
The Cycle of Violence- A pattern of abuse that follows a 
specific path, the cycle follows as such, tensions building, 
incident, reconciliation, then calm. 

 
The Draft- A lottery system run by the government for 
armed military service. 

 
Theft- When someone controls or handles the property 
or resources of someone else without lawful authority to 
do so, and charges range from a misdemeanor to a category 
B felony. 

 
Tried as an Adult- A situation in which a person under the 
age of 18 is tried in a criminal court as opposed to a 
juvenile court and faces the same consequences for their 
actions as someone who is the age of majority. 

 
Unaltered- The event in which a pet has not been spayed 
or neutered. 

 
Unbiased Jury- A jury that will decide a case fairly, 
without prejudice (also called an impartial jury). 

 
Unconditional Quit Notice- When the landlord gives this 
notice the renter then has three days to move out before an 
eviction can be filed, it is usually caused by the tenant 
causing damage to the rental unit. 

 
Unconstitutional- In violation of political constitution or 
procedural rules. 

 
Unemployment Insurance- Money paid to someone who 
has been laid off while they search for new employment. 

 
Union- An organization that represent employees in 
matters with employers. 

 
Union Dues- Regular payments by members to their unions 
to fund union activity. 

Unspoken/Unwritten Rule- A rule usually 
concerning societal behavior, which is known by 
all but spoken by none. 

 
Utilities- Additional expenses for basic services like water, 
electric, gas, sewage, and waste (trash) in a home. 

 
Vehicular Manslaughter- When people are killed by 
vehicles, it is charged as a misdemeanor. 

 
Victim Blaming- When someone suggests a crime is the 
victim’s own fault and/or that no crime has taken place. 

 
Visa- Permission given to a person by a country that allows 
them to visit that country. 

 
Voluntary Manslaughter- When someone intends 
to kill a person immediately following an intense and 
volatile situation. 

 
Voter Pre-Registration- The process by which young 
people can register to vote before they are eighteen. 

 
Voter Registration- The process people complete to have 
the ability to vote on elections and laws. 

 
Voting- The act of indicating your choice between various 
options and having that choice counted along with the 
choices of others. 

 
Weapon-Related Offenses- Incidents where someone 
commits a crime with the use of a weapon. 

 
Western Undergraduate Exchange Program- A program 
in the western part of the United States that allows students 
who are residents of those states to go to college in nearby 
states for a lower rate than out-of-state tuition. 

 
Whistleblowing- When a worker reports their suspicion 
that their employer is engaged in illegal activity. 

 
White Hat Hackers- Computer scientists that attempt to 
break into systems only so they can report the weaknesses 
to the companies that own them. 

 
Wobblers- Non-violent theft offenses that can be charged 
as gross misdemeanors or felonies. 
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Civil & Equal Rights 
 

When You Need Help 

 
These services aren’t guaranteed to be able to provide you with lawyers or legal assistance. 

That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to connect with them if you are ever in need of legal advice, guidance regarding your rights. 
 

 
Examples of civil rights include the right to freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 

freedom of the press, the right to vote, and the right of assembly. 
In addition, every American also has the right to be free 

from involuntary servitude and the right to equality in public places. 

 
- State Bar of Nevada’s Find A Lawyer Online Resource 

 
 
 
 
 
 

STATEWIDE 
 
 

ACLU of Nevada 
(702) 366-1226 

https://www.aclunv.org/ 
 
 

 
Equal Rights Commission 

(702) 486-7176 
https://detr.nv.gov/NERC 
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Service Providers: 
Adult Interactions & Intimate Crimes 

Safely Seeking Safety 
 

Please seek help as soon as you realize you need it, but consider reviewing our suggestions 
about the steps you can take to cover your tracks when seeking help. 

The following directory is not a complete list of every agency and shelter in Nevada. 
Depending on their capacity at the time you contact them, 

these agencies may direct you to other providers in Nevada not included in this list: 

 

NORTHERN NEVADA 

Awaken Reno [Faith-based provider] (Trafficking) 
http://cssnv.org 
(775) 393-9183 

Crisis Support Services of Nevada (Sexual Violence) 
http://cssnv.org 

(775) 221-7600 or text SASS to 839863 
 

Domestic Violence Resource Center (Domestic Violence) 
http://domesticviolenceresourcecenter.org 

(775) 329- 4150 

Safe Embrace (Domestic Violence) 
http://safeembrace.org 

(775) 322- 3466 
 

Sierra Community House (Domestic Violence) 
http://sierracommunityhouse.org 

(800) 736- 1060 

SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Cupcake Girls (Trafficking) 
http://thecupcakegirls.org 

(702) 879-8195 

S.A.F.E. House (Domestic Violence) 
http://safehousenv.org 

(702) 564-3227 

SafeNest (Domestic Violence) 
http://safenest.org 

Call or text: (702) 646-4981 

Shade Tree (Domestic Violence) 
http://theshadetree.org 

Call or text: (855) 385-0072 

Signs of Hope (Sexual Violence) 
http://sohlv.org (702) 366-1640 

 
 

STATEWIDE & NATIONAL 
 

Crisis Support Services (All issues) 
http://cssnv.org 

1 (800) 273-8255 or text CARE to 839863 

National Human Trafficking Hotline (Trafficking) 
http://humantraffickinghotline.org 
1 (888) 373-7888 or text 233733 

Nevada 211 (All Issues) 
http://nevada211.org 

Dial 211 or text your zip code to 898211 

 
Nevada Coalition to End Domestic & Sexual Violence (All Issues) 

http://ncedsv.org 1 (800) 230-1955 

 

 
PROJECT REAL CAN ALSO HELP 

If you don’t feel safe having this publication with you but still want to have the information available, we have you covered. 
We’ve set up a special page on our website where we’ve hidden this book’s information inside another publication with general life advice. 

The site provides you with cover if you wish to access this information without keeping this version on you physically or digitally. 
 

You can find the ‘subtle copy’ of this publication here: 
projectrealnv.org/adulting 
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Law Libraries & Self Help Centers 

 
If you cannot afford or recruit an attorney, 
these resources may help you help yourself. 

 
These services aren’t guaranteed to be able to provide you with lawyers or legal assistance. 

That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to connect with them if you are ever in need of legal advice, guidance regarding the law. 
 

 

NORTHERN NEVADA 

 
Elko County Law Library 

(775) 753-4609 
https://www.elkocountylibrary.org/205/Law-Library 

 
 
 

Family Division Self Help Center (Reno) 
(775) 325-6731 

http://washoecourts.com 
 

 
Supreme Court of Nevada Law Library 

(775) 684-1640 
reference@nvcourts.nv.gov 

 

 
Washoe County Law Library 

(775) 328-3250 
http://washoecourts.com 

SOUTHERN NEVADA 

 
Civil Law Self-Help Center 

(702) 671-3970 (Recorded Info) 
http://civillawselfhelpcenter.org 

 

 
Clark County Law Library 

(702) 455-4696 
http://clarkcountynv.gov/lawlibrary 

 
 
 

Family Law Self-Help Center 
702-455-1500 (Recorded Info) 

http://familylawselfhelpcenter.org 
 
 
 

UNLV Boyd School of Law’s Law Library 
(702) 895-2327 

http://law.unlv.edu/library-reference 

 
 
 
 

Guidance on Pro Se Representation 
(Representing yourself in court) 

United States District Court – District of Nevada 
https://bit.ly/prosenv 
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Washoe County Law Library 

(775) 328-3250 
http://washoecourts.com 

SOUTHERN NEVADA 

 
Civil Law Self-Help Center 

(702) 671-3970 (Recorded Info) 
http://civillawselfhelpcenter.org 

 

 
Clark County Law Library 

(702) 455-4696 
http://clarkcountynv.gov/lawlibrary 

 
 
 

Family Law Self-Help Center 
702-455-1500 (Recorded Info) 

http://familylawselfhelpcenter.org 
 
 
 

UNLV Boyd School of Law’s Law Library 
(702) 895-2327 

http://law.unlv.edu/library-reference 

 
 
 
 

Guidance on Pro Se Representation 
(Representing yourself in court) 

United States District Court – District of Nevada 
https://bit.ly/prosenv 
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Service Providers 

Lawyers & Legal Representation 
Finding Lawyers & Informed Legal Guidance 

These services aren’t guaranteed to be able to provide you with lawyers or legal assistance. 
That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try to connect with them if you are ever in need of legal advice, guidance regarding the law. 

 
 

 
NORTHERN NEVADA SOUTHERN NEVADA 

Volunteer Attorneys for Rural Nevadans (VARN) 
(775) 883-8278 
http://varn.org 

 
 
 

Washoe Legal Services 
(775) 329-2727 

http://washoelegalservices.org 

Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada 
(702) 386-1070 
https://lacsn.org 

 
 

 
STATEWIDE 

 
State Bar of Nevada – Find a Lawyer 

Find a Lawyer Database 
bit.ly/nvlawyers 

 
 
 
 

Nevada Legal Services 
(866) 432-0404 

http://nevadalegalservices.org 

State Bar of Nevada – Law Related Resources 
Nevada Legal Resources Brochure 

https://bit.ly/nvbarinfo 
 
 
 
 

Nevada 211 (All Issues) 
Dial 211 or text your zip code to 898211 

http://nevada211.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Law Help 
http://nevadalawhelp.org 
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PROJECT REAL WILL HELP YOU… 
AND YOU CAN HELP US TOO! 

HELPING YOU 
Project REAL will not provide direct guidance or legal advice, but we will keep this guide up-to-date. 

As this project grows, we will also offer resources to help you navigate the topics we cover. 
You can find that and more at the link below. 

HELPING US 
If you appreciate the content in this guide (and even if you don’t), we would really appreciate you letting us know! 
We’ve set up a survey at the same site we’re providing the digital version of this guide and our updated resources. 

Our hope is that you’ll come back every few years (between the ages of 18-25) and fill that survey out. 
We want to see where you are now, and where you go over the next few years! 

Help us find out by using the survey at the Independence & You page. 

HELP US & HELP YOURSELF HERE: 

projectrealnv.org/adulting 
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(702) 703-6529 
projectrealnv.org

@projectrealnv @projectrealorg @projectrealnv_

Youth Excellence & Achievement 
Through REAL Law Experiences


