
 
 

WE NEED YOU 

TO KEEP PROJECT REAL ALIVE! 
 

If you use this presentation in your class, please either….:  

 

a) Each time you use it, just send an email to mkamer@projectrealnv.org telling us how many students you used it with, or 
 

b) Have your students take a post-experience survey (5 minutes max) at http://bit.ly/realposttests 

 
We need this information for grant reporting.   

By helping us count students impacted YOU keeps our doors open! 
 

<3 Thank you in advance <3 

mailto:mkamer@projectrealnv.org


 
 



BROKEN LAWS, FAIRNESS, & YOU 
 

Found Looking Like You Broke Laws?  
You’re Going to Court!  

 

Ignorance of a Law ≠ Given a Pass for Breaking It  
 

Accident or intentional? Doesn't matter! 

 
Broken Laws = Punishment… 
even with accidental crimes! 



PLEA DEALS 
 
 
 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN DEFENDANTS AND PROSECUTORS 
  
Defendants Agree to Accept  Legal Responsibility 
 
In Exchange: Smaller Punishment Given (Compared to Total Possible) 
 
97% of Convictions are Plea Deals 
 
Saves Money, Saves Time, Guarantees an Outcome. 

 

 

Fair? Unfair? Why? 



Remember it like this: 
 

LAW = WHAT IT SAYS 

LAW  ≠ WHAT WE WANT IT TO SAY 

COMPLAINING = WON’T HELP NOW 

BEING PREPARED = WILL HELP NOW! 
 

(But also learn how to shape laws,  
and stay involved in your community… 

that’s a conversation for another time though!) 





EXPLORE AN ABANDONED HOUSE 
 

ABANDONED ≠ WITHOUT CONSEQUENCE 

 
 

• TRESSPASSING  

• PROPERTY DESTRUCTION  

• CURFEW VIOLATIONS 

• VANDALISM 

• ARSON?! 

 



CROSSING THE STREET 
 

No Cars = No Problem…?     

NOPE!  STILL A PROBLEM! 
 
 

• Jaywalking  

• Reckless Endangerment  

• Maybe Not Jail, But Avoidable Ticket 

• LAWSUIT? POSSIBLY! 

 



FIREWORKS 
 

FUN?  YEAH! 
HARMLESS?  Uh….Maybe not? 

 
 
• DANGEROUS FIRE = ARSON 

• DANGEROUS FIRE = Reckless Endangerment 

• DANGEROUS FIRE = Property destruction 

• FIREFIGHTER DIES = MANSLAUGHTER ! ! ! 

• SOMEONE ELSE DIES = MANSLAUGHTER ! ! ! 

• Accident or intentional? Doesn't matter! 

• Parents might have to pay! 

• YOU MIGHT HAVE TO PAY! 

 



TOILET PAPER PRANK 
 

It’s Paper: It’s Harmless… Right?  
(C’mon…You’ve figured out how this works by now!) 

 
 

• Annoying when dry 

• MESSY and STUCK when WET! 

• Expensive to Clean 

• FELONY PROPERTY DESTRUCTION?! 
You better believe it! 

 



STICKERS 
 

Oh Come On!  STICKERS?!?!?  THAT CANT BE A CRIME! 

 
 

• STICKERS CAN BE A CRIME! 

• Not just free advertising 

• Defacing property 

• Considered ‘graffiti’ 

• Why: Scrapers & Tools! 

 



MAILBOXES & MISCHIEF 
 

Mailboxes cost like what… $100 to repair?  
How big of a deal could messing with one be….? 

 
• IT’S A BIG DEAL 

 

• Fireworks in a mailbox = Just a Fun boom? 

• Knocking mailboxes over: Just Hilarious? 

 
You Tell Me    

 

• DESTROYED MAILBOX = FEDERAL CRIME 

• UP TO 3 YEARS IN PRISON + $250,000 FINE! 

 



JUST A PARTY, JUST A RIDE 
 

No Drugs, No Alcohol, No Awareness, No Problem? 
Ha! Nope!  

 
 

• CONSTRUCTIVE POSSESION:  
Being near an ‘object of crime’ 
 

• Joyride with friends: 
Car theft! 
Didn’t know?  
STILL YOUR FAULT! 
 

• House party with drugs & alcohol:  
You don’t touch any of it… 
It’s Still Possession (by a minor)!!! 
 

 



JUST HANGING OUT AT THE MALL 
 

Wrong Place. Wrong Time.  
 

Your Problem.      
 

• Won’t Leave?  
Trespassing!  

 
• Fight Nearby? You Didn’t Know? 

Prove it! 
 

• Riot Breaks Out?  
You tried to escape? 

YOU STILL MIGHT LOOK GUILTY 

 



HATE 
 

It’s Not Just Mean: It Can Be a Crime (Enhancement)  
 
 

• Hate Crimes: ‘normal’ crime, committed out of hate 
 

• Graffiti = Crime.   
Graffiti with Nazi Symbols = Hate Crime 
 

• Trespassing to harass = Crime 
Trespassing to harass because of religion = Hate Crime 

 

• Not a ‘different’ crime 
Same Crime, MORE Punishment 



YOU DON’T HAVE TIME FOR LAW SCHOOL 
YET 

 
YOU HAVEN’T EVEN FINISHED HIGH 

SCHOOL! 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW?! 
 

Hint: Don’t be scared, be smart! 



Accidental Trouble With The Law Is Avoidable!  

• Those examples =  Just a few ways young people get  
                                   into actual trouble with the law.  
 

• Don’t know they’re committing crimes? 
Remember: It Doesn’t Matter! 

  

• They are still responsible for any crimes they commit!   

Help Yourself:  
Memorize Two Easy Sayings 



#1 
PAUSE BEFORE YOU PRANK 

 

About to do something funny?  
Reflect on the decision you’re about to make: 

  

• Is this different than something I’d usually do?   

  

• Is there a chance someone can get hurt? 
 

• Have I really thought this out?  

 



#2 
THINK WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE LAW 

About to do something that seems like ‘no big deal’ 

  

• Is this worth my reason for doing whatever I’m about to do?   

  

• If I can get grounded if I’m caught, could there be a bigger 
punishment? 
 

• How could this go wrong? 

 

• Is there a chance an angry / upset person might call the police?  

 

Hint:  
It’s just ‘pause before you prank’, but one step further:  

Pulling pranks isn’t the only way you might  
accidentally cross the lines between rules & laws 



THOSE LESONS = IMPORTANT 
 

ARE THEY ENOUGH? 
 

THERE’S MORE TO THINK ABOUT!!! 



 
 

  

• Have you been in trouble for a situation where you looked guilty but 
you weren’t?  
 

• What do you do if this happens with police? 
 

• What words do you expect to hear police say on TV besides “put 
your hands up!” and “freeze”! 

 

IS THIS YOU? 



Miranda Rights 
On TV, In the Movies,  And even in REAL life…      

 

Police Often Say: 
 

• Right to remain silent.  

• Things you say can be used against you.  

• Right to an attorney.  

• One can be appointed to you.  

• Do you understand ? 

 

WHAT’S IT ALL REALLY MEAN?!?!    

THEY SAY THOSE THINGS, BUT SO WHAT?! 



Miranda Rights 

Miranda Rights = named after U.S. Supreme Court 
case Miranda v. Arizona.  

 

Ernesto Miranda = arrested for stealing $8.00 from an 
Arizona bank worker.  

 

Confessed after 2 hours to the robbery and other crimes! 

 

He did not know and wasn’t told that he did not have to 
speak to police. 

 

Also didn’t know he could have a lawyer help! 



Miranda Rights 

Miranda Just confessed!  

 

Ended up being found guilty! 

 

The case went to the Supreme Court  

 

SCOTUS Decision: His confession was taken before he had 

actually had his rights explained, so it could not be used in 

court!  

 

RESULTS : Right from 5th and 6th amendments  

need to be explained! 



Miranda Rights 

Having rights explained:  

 

Not the same as knowing  

how to use them! 



The Right to Remain Silent 

• A "right to remain silent." means you do not have to say 
anything, and can refuse to answer any questions. 
 

• Anything that you says can be used as evidence in court to 
convince a jury you are guilty. 

  

• Lot’s of people think because they’re good people and 
there’s a simple explanation, they don’t need to worry 

 

• That’s not always true! 
 

 



The 5th Amendment & Miranda 

• Police can’t force someone to confess! 
 

• Silent Means Silent 

 

• Being a witness ‘against’ yourself doesn’t mean 
‘only if you’re guilty of something’ 

 

• Not saying something = Easy 

 

• Un-saying something = Impossible! 

 



The 6th Amendment & Miranda 

• You have the right to a lawyer! 
 

• You can say no… but you shouldn’t! 
 

• If you can’t afford one, it’s FREE… 
but only if you were charged with a criminal offense  
 

• If you’re getting sued, a lawyer is not usually free 



Stepping Back: The 4th Amendment 

4th Amendment  protects against ‘unlawful 
search & seizure’ 

 
This means you don’t have to say yes whenever 
you are asked if it is ok to have your stuff 
searched (like a car or backpack) 

 

It DOES NOT mean your stuff cannot be 
searched!  

 

You may have to wait for hours while a warrant 
(legal  permission from a judge) is obtained. 



You Can Be Helpful AND Smart! 

• You have the right to a lawyer! 
You can say no… but you shouldn’t! 
 

• If you can’t afford one, it’s FREE… 
but only if you were charged with a criminal offense  
 

• If you’re getting sued, a lawyer is not usually free 
 

• You can answer questions & be helpful… 
 just be smart about it! 
 

 




